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It was volunteers week from 3rd to 9th June and I added a post to our Face-

book page thanking all those within the group who volunteer in whatever 

role. Many viewed and several liked the post and a few responded to it, so I 

would like to thank those who did.  

I have written an article on Commentary which would have been in the 

Summer Torque, but I saved it for this edition after adding a last minute 

article about our youngest advanced driver. There are also articles from 

group car tutors Dave Robertshaw on page 4 and Chris Luty on page 6, so 

thanks to them. 

I do feel as if I am nagging you all for articles for Torque but without them 

there is no TORQUE. However this has prompted me to write another arti-

cle about apathy on page 7.  

I did write an article in the Spring edition entitled “On yer bike”, and was 

asked by a member who the author of the article was. I did neglect to add 

my name, but if you wish to write anything anonymously then I will accept 

it.  

Looking at the motorcycle section planned events for this year on our web-

site, I can see that several social rides were planned over the summer. I am 

not a motorcyclist so did not attend any of these events so I  am unable to 

report on them. Hopefully someone who did, may let us know about them 

or any future events.  

torque@wyg-roadar.org.uk  

Our group meetings held on the third or fourth Tuesday of each month at 

the Miners Welfare Hall, 52 Main Street, Garforth, LS25 1AA. 

17th  September - Sophie Lyden –Fresh Drivers UK 

22nd October  - John Taylor - South Yorks Police collision investigator. 

19th November - Kevin Sharp - Presidents Address 

I am looking for members  who attend to write about the presentation. 

Please let me know if you are able to assist or if you wish to suggest a guest 

speaker.                        

The Committee of West Yorkshire RoADAR is not responsible for any article or letter contained within this 

newsletter. All views expressed are those of the individual concerned and do not necessarily imply agree-

ment of the committee or of RoADAR. The editor reserves the right to alter or amend any article. 

If you have suggestions or items for the committee you can contact the chairman  

chair@wyg-roadar.org.uk    

Check out our group Facebook page, like and share it with your friends and  also visit 

the National RoADAR page.  

Chairman     Jon Taylor       

Secretary      Nigel Storey      

Treasurer     Ellen Clayton  

Membership secretary Rob Hall              

Car Training Officer   Mike Bell         

Bike Training Officer Dave Green 

Member   Rebecca Boldry  

Member              Bob Everick 

Member   Pete Fenlon                         

Member   Steve Harker         

Member                       Martin Jones          

Member   Pat Pedley 

Member    Peter Stirk 

Member   Andy Twaites    
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Commentary whilst driving-Martin Jones 

I recently asked our examiners what their thoughts on 
commentary are and decided to share their views and mine.  

Firstly, if you are not aware, I must point out the examiner’s 
manual states, “Commentaries by car test candidates during 
the test are optional but should always be encouraged. A 
candidate will not be penalised for not giving a commentary, 
but a good commentary can confirm and enhance the 
examiner’s perception of a candidate’s observations and 
reasoning, which, in a marginal case, may tip the balance in 
favour of a higher grade.” 

The RoSPA Advanced  car test guidelines state the assessor 
may ask you to give a commentary during your test. The 
purpose of this is to demonstrate to the Examiner your use of 
The System, your observations, planning, and decision 
making. You should describe what you see, your assessment 
and proposed driving plan. If you do not wish to give a 
commentary, then the Examiner may ask questions to assist 
them to assess your level of observations and awareness. 

What does Roadcraft have to tell us about commentary? 
Precisely nothing whatsoever. I cannot find any reference to 
its use. So why bother? My answer is to show off the high 
standard you have achieved during training, learned your 
craft and because you want to be an advanced driver.  

This is backed up by examiner, Gary Kelsall, who told me he 
accepts it is difficult to do properly but believes tutors and 
advanced tutors certainly should be able to perform a good 
commentary to show they are at the top of their game. 
(Editors note-Commentary and instructional commentary do 
form part of the Advanced Car Tutor Test.) He believes just 
five minutes commentary of test candidates is enough, and 
motorcyclists should also carry it out or car drivers shouldn’t. 
He says commentary builds up a cycle in your mind. The 
commentator should be able to jump from one hazard to a 
new hazard and prioritise and it should be linked to the 
observations. There is no benefit in commentating on 
something which has no relevance. 

Glenn Hardaker told me it's important as a driver/rider to see 
hazards, be they fixed or developing, and be able to 
formulate a plan to deal with them. The candidate should use 
the phases of the system and say what they can see, (I) but 
the important bit is what are they going to do about it. In 
other words, what is the plan? (PSG) 

An example on the open road would be "In the distance I can 
see the road bends to the right, so I am positioning to the 
nearside to improve my view. Mirror, I am coming off the gas 
as I can see that the limit point is not moving and I need to 
match my speed to the corner, the gear is correct & now the 
limit point is moving away. I am applying the gas to balance 
the vehicle through the bend increasing in acceleration." (A) 

In urban areas there are generally more hazards in a shorter 
travelling distance. In this case it's important to ensure that 
the commentary reflects the generally quicker changing 
circumstances. The candidate needs to be able to prioritise 
the hazards which then alters the driving plan.  

It does not need to be said in the best English prose. I don't 
need to hear "I am now checking in my mirrors" when 
"mirror" will cover it. I can see what the candidate can see. If 
it's a red coloured Ford Cortina 4 door GLX with the factory 
fitted Rostyle wheels at extra cost on the nearside that we 
are describing, when "red nearside" will do.  

It's the ability to speak about the salient points that they are 
planning for, not merely reacting too.  

It takes practice and the best advice I ever received regarding 
giving a commentary was at the Police Driving School at 
Crofton and was to keep in mind the word "gonna". What am 
I "gonna" do about it, not what I am doing about it. 

There is always something to speak about and the candidate 
should not "dry up" on the basis that there is nothing to say. 

Commentary begins before the drive with a I AM SAFE and 
POWDER check and thorough cockpit drill followed by a 
synopsis of the car and its features plus road and weather 
conditions.  Even talking about the moving brake test and the 
result forms part of the commentary. I always use  Roy 
Walker’s phrase from Catchphrase of “say what you see” 
and  follow it up with what Glen told me several years ago 
about the adage of the World War 2 bomber having front and 
rear gunner. Just make sure it’s relevant and there is a 
conclusion. Whatever you say, ask yourself if whoever is sat 
alongside you is likely to ask, “so what?,” then it is irrelevant 
or needs a conclusion. For example, “I am aware there are 
household bins at the side of the road.” “So what?”  The 
conclusion is, “There may be a refuse collection vehicle and 
operatives in the road.”  

For all you Police Interceptors viewers, the examiner does not 
need to know you are going next “Left- Left- Left.” Using a 
voice recorder to practice can be of great value. Drive a short 
route well known to you and record your commentary. Just a 
few minutes, and then play it back to see how you can 
improve.  

I know a lot of us are impressed by Reg Local, but he does 
tend to give explanations with his hands off the wheel. I 
found ex-Metropolitan Police Advanced Driver, James Ward 
Advanced Driver Training (www.wardadt.com) who has an 
impressive background and has some excellent commentary 
videos on his website, which are precise and fluent. Perhaps 
something to aspire to. If you don’t already have our handout 
on commentary, just let me know and I can send it to you. 

http://www.wardadt.com
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I wonder if anyone remembers the first Mercedes A-Class of 
the late 1990s and the controversy it caused? Mercedes had 
gone all radical and designed an innovative small car with a 
high driving position that maximised interior space. 
Unfortunately, the high-profile launch was derailed (literally) 
when Swedish car magazine Teknikens Värld subjected one to 
their ‘Elk test.’  This is a high-speed manoeuvre, designed to 
simulate the swerve a driver may have to perform to avoid an 
errant Elk on the road. The A-Class failed the test quite 
spectacularly by rolling over. Cue an unfortunate recall, a lot 
of developmental costs in fitting every A-Class with electronic 
stability devices and an incident that Mercedes would 
probably rather forget. 

Fast forward to the current generation of A-Class and we have 
a far more conventional design, with Mercedes aiming directly 
at the VW Golf and BMW 1-Series to produce a premium, 
desirable hatchback. In many ways the red A200 I’m looking at 
here couldn’t be more different than the original car of the 
late ‘90s. 

In AMG Line spec, we have some rather attractive grey alloys 
with polished silver highlights and some intricate detailing on 
the front grille. The feel of the door handles and the precision 
of the body shut lines mark this out immediately as a high-
quality product. Things get better inside too, the interior 
receiving the same level of detailing. The dash is attractive, 
with chrome highlights around the air vents and a couple of 
intuitive touchscreens for infotainment and speedo (no 
conventional dials here). The sports seats are well finished in 
leather and Alcantara and the red detailing on the dash and 
matching seat stitching is a nice touch. This is a decent place 
to sit. 

But there are downsides. Some of the interior plastics below 
dash level are scratchy and cheap and there are some things 
missing. Apple Car Play? Nope. Self-dipping mirror? Ditto. 
Parking sensors front & rear? No, but you do get a reversing 
camera, which is ok-ish. Seemingly Mercedes still likes to 
make you pay for extras (Apple Car Play can be added for 
£350 or so via the Mercedes Me app). The boot is also a tad 
small for a car rivalling the Golf & 1-Series. 

So how to properly appraise the A200 on the road then? Well, 
how about a 1000+ mile European road trip, taking in 4 
countries? Ok then. The run down to Folkestone for the 
Eurotunnel gives me a chance to get to know the A200 better. 
This is an auto version, with dual clutch 7 speed gearbox and 
several different driving modes, more on which later. It has a 

1.3 litre turbo assisted petrol engine good for 160bhp and 0-
60 in 8 seconds. It cruises along quietly and actually feels 
faster than that 0-60 figure would suggest. Certainly, a car 
that rewards a gentle approach from the driver though, 
harsher inputs making for less satisfying progress. I also 
quickly learn to leave the ‘lane keep assist’  function off, as it 
seems far too sensitive to markings on the carriageway that 
aren’t actually white lines and very aggressive in pulling you 
onto the course it’s decided to take. Underdeveloped could be 
one word for this system, lethal maybe another. 

Onto the other side and I’m pleased to be able to programme 
the configurable instrument panel and thus speedo into KMs 
rather than miles. The speed limit readout seems more 
accurate abroad too, either down to more accurate GPS, or 
perhaps more easily readable traffic signs. 

We take a detour into Brugge for an overnight stop and one of 
the main downsides of this car makes itself known. Despite 
being a lovely smooth-shifting affair on Motorways and A-
roads, the DCT gearbox is rather slow and jerky at low speeds, 
or when required to work hard in city traffic. A real shame and 
quite a drawback in a car that many will buy to drive in exactly 
such a situation. 

The following day, the A200 makes small work of the rest of 
Belgium, and we head across the border into Germany and 
onto some very interesting A-roads on the route down 
towards Luxembourg. I try the Mercedes in Sport mode for 
the first time and am impressed with the difference it makes. 
The accelerator becomes more responsive and the gearbox 
downshifts more quickly and pleasingly, which helps rev 
matching on the downshift when in manual mode (which is 
operated via paddles on the steering wheel). The engine 
sound changes notably too, with a far sportier exhaust note. 
I’m assuming this is faked somehow, rather than via a valve in 
the exhaust, but it’s a lot more convincing than other cars I’ve 
driven with similar devices. 

Into Luxembourg and a rather nice stretch of road with 
multiple hairpins really gives the Mercedes a good workout, 
where it proves itself to be a very competent handler. No 
track car granted but for my more sedate tastes it’s perfectly 
engaging and quite a lot of fun as we head back down into the 
rather attractive town of Clervaux. 

The road test continues into France and back over the channel 
into the UK and finally home to Leeds. The A200 proved to be 
a very comfortable long distance road trip companion, but 
also one that could provide a good bit of fun when the tarmac 
got more interesting. Now dusty, fly splattered and in need of 
a good hoover, I flick through the trip computer and am 
pleased to note that it’s returned 49.6 mpg over 1570 miles. 

 

 

 

 

In summary, this is a nicely built and mostly very well finished 
premium hatch which has a lot going for it. And if you live in 
Sweden, it’s good to know that it’s unlikely to be scared of 
Elks. As long as you switch off the lane keep assist. 

Mercedes A200 Road Test 

Dave Robertshaw 



 

We decided on a few days away in our caravan at the end of May and booked a caravan site in Northumberland at 

Bellingham (pronounced Bellin’jum,’ as was quickly pointed out to me). A trip to nearby Kielder water was also planned 

and the day did not disappoint as the weather was a lovely mix of sunshine and broken cloud, but warm for a change.  

Picnic packed and OS map in the car just in case and the route was one of beauty. Fantastic Northumberland countryside 

with stunning views and roads. I don’t want to be a killjoy but the only thing that spoiled the drive for me to Kielder was 

the motorcyclists. There weren’t big groups, they were mainly in groups of two or three and it wasn’t all of them, so I am 

not tarring them all with the same brush, but why do they overtake when I am doing 60 miles per hour in a National 

Speed limit when the view ahead is not clear? They put their own lives and others at risk. What makes it worse is when 

the first one goes, then the others follow blindly, so even more dangerous.  

Arriving in a car park to take in the view of the dam at the eastern end of Kielder Water and there are the motorcyclists, 

helmets off taking a breather. Not surprising after their potential dice with death. All that wonderful scenery they missed 

whilst concentrating on their overtakes. To cap it all they are in the same place as me, just a bit sooner and did that extra 

minute or so make any difference?  

Forestry England have really stepped up to make the area visitor friendly with car parks that cost £2 for an hour or £5 for 

the day which allows parking in any of their car parks. There are public toilets at various locations and campsites a plenty. 

We had a coffee from a mobile catering van outside Kielder Castle where even more bikers were allowing the air to 

circulate around their perspiring heads.  

On to the main reason for the day out. The Forest Drive which, at twelve miles long is the longest in the UK and was 

opened to the public in 1973 by the Forestry Commission. It runs from Kielder Castle in the east to Burnhopeburnhaugh in 

the west on the A68 not far from the Scottish border. There is a charge of £5 for vehicles with a payment machine 

accepting card payments and advising it should be driven by 4x4 vehicles or others with care. The first part was tarmac for 

a short distance, but it soon became loose gravel and with a 15mph speed limit I was happy to see the motorcyclists had 

decided against making the journey. There had been a lot of harvesting going on, so logs were stacked in various places. 

Kielder forest covers 250 square miles surrounding Kielder village and Kielder Water with three quarters covered by 

forest. Most vehicles we saw were 4x4’s  but there were a couple of motorcyclists did tackle it, but they were on trail 

bikes and stood on the footpegs.(see front Cover) 

We had our picnic halfway round in a fire break at the side of the 

road. Peace and quiet and somewhere to let the dog have a run 

broken only by a Mini passing, the driver of which had decided 

against the signed advice and drove like he was on the RAC rally. 

We drove on to the highest part of the route at 1500 feet above 

sea level. Blakehope Nick has a wooden structure designed and 

built by a team of seven students from Newcastle University in 

2018 after being commissioned by Kielder Water & Forest Park 

Development Trust. The structure is designed to optimise the 

views and the view west to the head of the north Tyne Valley is 

stunning and made more so by the structure itself. The last part 

was on typical forest roads and surprisingly we only saw one 

vehicle travelling the opposite direction. 

The last part of the fifty-mile trip was south on the A68. A national 

speed limit road and I am happy to say I followed three bikers who 

were all riding sensibly and not attempting foolish and dangerous 

overtakes. A few miles further on and I turned onto the B6320 

towards Corbridge to complete the circular route at Bellingham.  

I had discovered a micro-brewery with a Tap in an old ambulance 

station in Bellingham the previous day called “First and Last” and 

decided it would be rude not to call in again. Sitting outside in the 

summer sun under blue skies and a couple of pints later and my 

chauffeur drove us the last mile back to our campsite. 
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Kielder Forest Drive- Martin Jones 
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Some of 
my cars- 
Chris Luty  
After repeated requests for articles for 
TORQUE from the editor and an appeal 
at the May monthly meeting from our 
chairman, I thought I would give it a go. 
My offering is a shameless look back over 
the years at some of the cars I have 
owned and what they meant to me at 
the time. 

I find myself now at the ripe old age of 
66. Where has the time gone ? Anyway, 
the first car that I bought was my dad’s 
car, a cream white 1300 cc Mk1 Vauxhall 
Viva 2 door. I think I paid my dad the 
grand sum of £200 for it. A bog standard 
1300 base model that had seen better 
days. I joined the Merchant Navy after 
leaving school and I remember buying it 
after my first voyage to sea, which was a 
year long world cruise taking the ten-
pound poms to Australia. This, my first 
car represented freedom. I could go 
anywhere anytime and take my friends 
to the pub on a Friday night then on to 
town until the early hours. As the 
designated driver I was of course on 
Soft drinks, but I was quite happy driving 
I loved it. As with a lot of 70's cars the 
dreaded tin worm got the better of it, so 
I scrapped it and bought a Mk11 Vauxhall 
viva 4 door 1300cc.  

This was a marked improvement it had 
four doors so no folding the front seats 
to get in the back for passengers, luxury! 
Rostyle wheels which were the nearest 
thing to alloys at the time & a black vinyl 
roof to set off the sliver paintwork a treat 
along with the black coach lines down 
the sides. I was coming up in the world. I 
added a sports style steering wheel 
which clearly made it go much faster. 

After 5 years in the Merchant Navy, I 
decided to come ashore and try my luck 
on dry land. I got a job as a double-
glazing salesman which lasted a year. It 
was a slog but an education in sales. My 
then girlfriend had a sister who was 
going out with a guy who had a 
Mercedes W123 saloon 2.5 litre cream 
with a brown vinyl roof sounds horrible 
but looked great. It turned out he was 
selling jewellery and was looking for 
salesmen, so I thought well he's not 
doing too bad out of it, so I gave it a go. 
He was a brilliant salesman and showed 
me the ropes. It wasn't long before my 
Vauxhall Viva was looking a bit 
downmarket, so I put it in part exchange 
for a Mk11 Ford Capri 2 litre Ghia in 
metallic blue with a black vinyl roof and 
alloy wheels. It was at this point I 
required the assistance of a bank loan to 
finance the purchase of the car, but I 
loved that Capri. Well, for about three 
months! The turning circle was huge!  

I spotted a Ford Granada 2.8 injection 
Ghia in gold with a brown vinyl roof. I 
wanted the "Sweeney" version, but this 
was the later boxy model and it was pure 
luxury. Automatic gearbox, tilt and slide 
sunroof, electric windows, interior brown 
velour upholstery, practically a Rolls 
Royce with finance payments to match. 
This car was used as the bride and 
groom’s car at my brother’s wedding and 
looked the part. 
 
You may have noticed the vinyl roofs on 
most of my cars at this point. The UK had 
suffered a very bad winter and a lot of 
car roofs had been damaged with 
hailstone the size of golf balls! So, the 
dealers put vinyl roofs on them!  

A second Granada  2.8 Ghia in silver with 
the obligatory black vinyl roof arrived 
after two years, the first one having the 
engine seized up by me neglecting to put 
oil in it! It rolled into a garage in 
Huddersfield & gave up the ghost. 
 
It is at this point the highlight of my 
vehicle purchasing happened. I was 
driving past a garage in Radcliffe nr 
Manchester when I spotted a henna red 
BMW E21 323i, with Alpina wheels and 
black Recaro seats.                                        

I had been obsessing about this model 
BMW for a couple of months and had an 
interview at a dealer in Bury. I say 
interview because that's what it felt like, 
the salesman asked me all sorts of 
questions as to whether I was a suitable 
candidate to own such a vehicle! Clearly, 
he had his doubts which of course made 
me want one even more. Negotiating the 
purchase of the BMW was done by my 
boss who I'm sure included some 
commission for himself but having sold 
my soul to the devil for the finance I now 
owned (along with the finance company) 
the car of my dreams. I duly spent a 
further £400 on new tyres and 
proceeded to wear them out as fast as I 
could! My sales figures went through the 
floor as I was way too busy driving the 
car, excuses were made to go on trips 
that involved twisty ‘B’ roads and in town 
posing was essential. What was a twenty 
something doing in such an expensive 
car? The car attracted more than average 
attention by traffic officers who pulled 
my dad once as he drove at 30 mph  
asking him if it was it his car and did he 
know what it was capable of and can we 
have a look under the bonnet. The car 
was definitely the pinnacle of my vehicle 
ownership both in cost and luxury. The 
straight six engine was sublime. The car 
wasn't happy unless it was doing 50mph. 
The handling was superb, a bit tail happy 
but controllable and a true driver’s car. I 
have owned many cars before and since, 
but that BMW stands out for me. 
 

The cars shown are not the original ones 
referred to in the article. Editor 
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APATHY  - Martin Jones 

Apathy is lack of motivation or don’t care much about things and I hear you answer, 

“SO WHAT?” 

I have become increasingly concerned about the members of West Yorkshire RoADAR of late 
because the interest in the group seems to be subsiding. 

I know I have been banging on for some time about members submitting articles for inclusion in TORQUE and after 
a plea from our Chairman at the May meeting, I did receive one article with promises from members of a further 
five articles. I have had a couple more offers very recently but I am still waiting for those articles so you may notice 
a blank page. 

I thought things were turning around until the group meeting held at the Garforth Miners Welfare Hall on the 18th 
of June . Neil Hudson, the policy manager for the Vision Zero (Policing and Crime) West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority gave a presentation. There were just 12 group members in attendance, which in my opinion is a 
ridiculously low amount when we, as a group are supposed to be working with them. I know one attendee made 
written comment on social media, “What a most informative and thought-provoking evening… A talk presented by 
Neil Hudson of Vision Zero West Yorkshire to members of West Yorkshire RoSPA Advanced Drivers & Riders Group 
simply excellent...!”  I passed on the comment to Neil, for which he was grateful. Unfortunately, I cannot report the 
content of the talk as I was not able to be there, and even though I ask in every TORQUE for members  to write 
about the presentations, nobody has. 

I know some members have complained that a reminder about the presentation was not sent out, but the group 
meetings always take place on the second or third Tuesday of the month at 8pm and the dates and details of the 
presentation are on our website. The date was published in  the last edition of TORQUE which was emailed out on 
the 1st of June, so was a reminder really necessary?  

The July meeting was marginally better attended with 13 members making the effort to 
attend the Highway Code quiz organised and presented by our chairman, Jon. I managed to 
obtain a £20 voucher from TuffShop, so a big thanks from the group to them.  I donated a 
copy of a 1935 Highway Code and Jon purchased some sweets to give away as prizes.   A 
reminder was sent out about this so that excuse for not attending this meeting doesn’t hold 
water. 

The committee must book the Miners Welfare Hall in advance for our meetings, and they do cost the group. 
Perhaps we should have less frequent group meetings, saving the group funds and freeing the hall for use by 
others. The committee would be interested to know your thoughts on this. 

The group has 138 car members, 84 motorcyclists and 16 dual members. Although the  car members don’t have 
the social meetings, the motorcyclists do, and they have been all points North, South, East and West since the 
motorcycle season started in March, so it’s very disappointing that there has been nothing reported about any of 
their events. I know several group motorcyclists attended the ABR festival at the Ragley Hall Estate in Warwickshire 
the last weekend in June, but what is it. Well like me, you will have to Google it. I have never been into Formula 1 
racing, but I have no doubt some of our members are, and as the British Grand Prix was held at Silverstone over the 
first weekend in July, and I know some paid a visit, then an article would have been nice.  

Back in February a request was made for some funding to the motorcycle section for their slow riding events which 
take place on private property. This was approved by the committee, but as yet only the motorcyclists are aware if 
the events have taken place, or the funding put to use. 

Several of the group motorcyclists are riding the NC500 over the next few days. Perhaps we may learn of their 
escapades in the Winter edition of TORQUE. 

I have mentioned in the past on more than one occasion to you and the committee that the format of Torque may 
have to change. It is your magazine, but without content, it WILL cease to exist. Here’s hoping I am inundated with 
articles for the next issue, then there wont be any blank pages. 

The committee and I are genuinely interested to know your thoughts on what you want from the group. 
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Since I became editor of TORQUE, I have always promoted the 
group meetings on page 2 and asked if anyone can write about 
the presentations for TORQUE. Imagine how soul destroying it 
is for me when nobody does, so its left to me to try and cobble 
things together so those who could not attend get a flavour of 
what the presentation was about. I was not able to attend the 
March meeting, a presentation by Professor Mike Yeomans 
from Training Development UK, which apparently covered the 
subject of ADAS. For those who are not aware, this is 
Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems which are the future of 
smart and safe driving. These ingenious technologies employ 
cameras, radars, sensors, and software to help drivers by 
automatically detecting hazards and even taking control of the 
vehicle when required. ADAS aims to prevent collisions caused 
by human errors which amount to 90% of collisions.  
 
ADAS can be divided into six levels. In level 0, ADAS cannot 
control the car and can only provide information for the driver 
to interpret on their own. Some ADAS that are considered 
level 0 are: parking sensors, surround-view, traffic sign 
recognition, lane departure warning, night vision, blind spot 
information system, rear-cross traffic alert, and forward-
collision warning.ШLevel 1 and 2 are very similar in that they 
both have the driver do most of the decision making. The 
difference is level 1 can take control over one functionality and 
level 2 can take control over multiple to aid the driver. ADAS 
that are considered level 1 are: adaptive cruise control, 
emergency brake assist, automatic emergency brake assist, 
lane-keeping, and lane centering.  ADAS that are considered 
level 2 are: highway assist, autonomous obstacle avoidance, 
and autonomous parking. From level 3 to 5, the amount of 
control the vehicle has increases; level 5 being where the 
vehicle is fully autonomous. Some of these systems have not 
yet been fully embedded in commercial vehicles. The levels 
can be roughly understood as Level 0 - no automation; Level 1 
- hands on/shared control; Level 2 - hands off; Level 3 - eyes 
off; Level 4 - mind off, and Level 5 - steering wheel optional.  
 
I am in the fortunate position of a owning a 2023 Hyundai 
Santa Fe 2.2 diesel H-Trac 8 speed automatic which has many 
ADAS features form different levels, so I thought why not tell 
you what I know using my experiences from driving my car.  
It has radar sensors all round and cameras front and rear and 
under each door mirror. These work together to give a 
overhead projection of the car when manoeuvring. Like a lot 
of modern cars, mine as a heads-up display (HUD), so projects 
all the information I need onto the windscreen allowing me to 
stay focused on driving without any distractions. It has smart 
cruise control and a speed limiter which I have covered in 

previous editions of TORQUE, but my car also has a feature 
called Highway Drive Assist (HDA). The car recognises speed 
limits using the camera and GPS and I can set one of four 
distances from the vehicle in front. The faster the speed the 
further the distance I can set. Should the vehicle in front slow 
down then my car will also slow down and if necessary, apply 
the brakes. I recently drove from Catterick to Rothwell on the 
A1(M) and M1 without touching either the brakes or 
accelerator. I didn’t allow the car to take over my observations 
and planned early if I wanted to move lanes to overtake or 
when passing entry slips.  
 
The Lane Keep Assist (LKA) monitors the lines of the road with 
the front camera and guides the car back into the lane. It also 
warns me should I move from my lane without indicating, 
which is quite annoying if a signal is of no benefit to another 
road user, but I can switch that off. When I do indicate to 
move left, the camera system turns the speedo into a blind 
spot camera and if I indicate right then the rev counter does 
likewise. Blind Spot Collision-Avoidance Assist (BCA) gives an 
audible warning should there be another vehicle in my blind 
spot. If tempted to remove my hands from the steering wheel, 
there is a warning to place them back on. 
 
The car has a feature called Forward Collision Avoidance Assist 
(FCAA), which warns and assists with braking when a risk of 
collision is detected with oncoming vehicles, pedestrians, or 
cyclists. Emergency braking or the adjustment of the steering 
wheel reduces the likelihood of a collision. There is also a 
feature called Rear Cross-Traffic Collision-Avoidance Assist 
(RCCA), which warns the driver when a risk of collision is 
detected with an oncoming vehicle on the left or right when 
reversing. The brakes are automatically applied when the risk 
of collision becomes imminent.  
 
When I bought the car, the salesman had 
great pleasure in demonstrating Remote 
Smart Parking Assist (RSPA). Using the key fob 
the car can be started and driven forwards or 
backwards into or out of a tight parking space. 
The key must be close by to the car and it can 
only drive in a straight line. The sensors detect 
anything in proximity with which to collide 
and stop the car. I have used it several times 
when some unwitting motorist has parked too 
close for me to get into the driver’s door.  
 
The car also has rain sensors for the wipers and light sensors 
to automatically switch on the vehicle lights in darkness. There 
is also a high beam assist which automatically sets the lights to 
low beam from high beam when the sensors detect a vehicle 

ahead or when coming into an area lit 
by streetlamps.  
 
I am completely sold on all this 
technology and I do feel it has 
enhanced my driving. I could allow it to 
become a different way of driving but I 
never totally rely upon it and I still 
drive to the system of car control, but 
in my opinion, just a lot safer. 

ADAS—Martin Jones 



09 TORQUE Autumn 2024 

Page left empty due to lack of articles. 



TORQUE Autumn 2024 

 

10 

 RoSPA Advanced Motorcycle Test 

Advanced Tutor 

Lee Wilson 

Stephen Harker 

Gold 

James Peckett, Giles Massey 

Steve Hancock, Tony Williams 

Silver 

Neil Crossley 

Andrea Collingwood 

Rob Utley 

RoSPA Advanced Driving Test 

 

 

Gold 

Matthew Lock 

Gordon Eddison 

 

 

The June committee meeting saw nine committee members 

in attendance. There was some conversation about the next 

committee meeting, which is not until September. It was 

mentioned in the last Torque that meetings have been cut to 

eight. Historically there has not been a meeting in August and  

omitting July has created a long gap between meetings. So as 

was mentioned, it may well be April is omitted next year 

instead of July.  

The committee are looking at both motorcycle and car events 

for the future so if you have any suggestions please let the 

relevant training officers or deputies or a member of the 

committee know if you can think of anything which may be of 

interest. 

After an unsuccessful attempt from our previous chairman 

and myself  requesting to use the West Yorkshire Police skid 

car, Neil Hudson from the West Yorkshire combined Authority 

was approached to see if he could add any weight to our 

request, but again we are out of luck because of insurance 

implications.  

We are always looking for new guest speakers and at the June 

meeting I suggested we contact our new CEO Becky Hickman 

to see if she would be willing to pay us a visit. Failing that we 

also have a new patron, but HRH may be a bit busy! 

You may have noticed the group website was unavailable for 

a couple of weeks during August. This was due to the website 

host changing the goal posts of our contract, without telling 

us, so our webmaster has now moved us to a different host. 

Lets hope that’s the last of the technical issues.  

We are aware our President, Kevin Sharp, has not been well 

recently and some tests were postponed. The committee 

wishes him a speedy recovery and we hope he is soon back to 

examiner duties and look forward to seeing him at the 

Presidents Address in November. 

The next committee meeting is on Wednesday 4th September  

so if you wish to raise anything  please contact a member of  

the committee. Their details are on page 2.  

IMPORTANT REMINDER                                                         

Group Subscriptions run from 1st January to 31st December 

every year and early payment reduction has now ceased. 

 

WYG-RoADAR Committee 


