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Summer is almost over and the price of fuel may curb driving or riding activ-

ities for some. However, tutoring continues and we have been out and
about actively promoting the group. Let me know if you wish to assist.

The mystery tour took place in July and as the day progressed, the mystery
unraveled for those lucky few who took part. See page 4 for the full review
and to see what you missed out on.

Regular contributor, Dave Robertshaw, tells us about a week in cars with a
difference on page 6 and there is an interesting experience with Jon Taylor,
who had a day with Ridewell Tees Valley on page 7.

Our group Car Tutor, Mike Bell, told me he has had his history published
before but | have never seen it, so probably before | joined the group. |
thought it was about time those who don’t know much about him found Martin Jones (Editor)
out. Using his previous articles and knowing him now as well as | do, | can torque@wyg-roadar.org.uk

give you an insight into his background on page 3.

Pete Fenlon stepped down from his role as Motorcycle Training Officer at 2022Committee

the start of this year and has been deputy to Richard Hirst during 2022. He

will pass on this role at the end of the year and step down from his post as a Chairman Mike Suggitt
member of the committee. He passes on some of his valuable knowledge Secretary Nigel Storey
about communication skills for bikers on page 9. Treasurer Peter Stirk

Car Training Officer Mike Bell

If you have recently passed a RoSPA test and wish the result to appear in . . . . )
Bike Training Officer Richard Hirst

Torque, please let me know.

You can email articles to torque@wyg-roadar.org.uk Member Tony Baker
Member Pete Fenlon
Our group meetings held on the third or fourth Tuesday of each month at Member Dave Green
the Miners Welfare Hall, 52 Main Street, Garforth, LS25 1AA. Member Rob Hall
20-09-22 Susan Watson-Quirk Highways England Member Martin Jones
25-10-22 TBA Member Andy Richardson
Member Sue Speight
22-11-22 Presidents Address and Buffet
Member Jon Taylor
I am looking for members who attend to write about the presentation. Member Andy Twaites

Please let me know if you are able to assist or can suggest a guest speaker.

CKS /2YYAJ3SS 2F 2Sad ,2NJ]aKANB w2!5!w Aa y2i
Lldzof AOlF a2y ® | ff @GAS6a SELINBaaSR I NB (Kz2asS 27
YSyid 2F (GKS O2YYAJSS 2N 2F w2! 5! wd ¢KS SRAG?Z2

If you have suggestions or items for the committee you can contact the chairman
chair@wyg-roadar.org.uk

n Check out our group Facebook page, like and share it with your friends and also visit
the National ROADAR page.
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Mike Bell is a familiar face to most
of us. He has been a member of West
Yorkshire ROADAR for thirty years
and attends most group meetings, is
a member of our group committee
and the Car Training Officer (CTO). |
managed to take a photo of him not
wearing his trademark collar and tie
on our recent car tutors training day.
When | asked Mike for this article, he
told me he had done them before,
but when he dug out the last one, he
was surprised it was from January
2015. No wonder | hadn’t seen it as it
was before | joined the group.

Previous editors did ask some weird
and wonderful questions and |
realised readers may not want to
know what Mike listens to in the car.
Anyhow, Magic 828 is no longer
transmitting. | thought you would
want to know more about Mike’s
driving background.

Mike passed his driving test in
January 1977 in a borrowed Austin
1100. He bought his own car shortly
after, a grey Austin A40.
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. Institute of Advanced Motorists, now

Mike also continued in his role as a
driving instructor, teaching learner
drivers. This helped him further with
his role in the ambulance service
training ambulance drivers. He was
also seconded to their driving school
and sub-contracted to train drivers
for the Doctors Deputising Service.
He now carries out this role through
his own business alongside his own
driving school. He retired from his
full-time role on shift work in the
ambulance service in 2021 and has
returned working part-time. This has
also freed him up to spend some well
-deserved R&R with his wife at his
caravan near the East coast.

Five years later in 1982, Mike
became an Approved Driving
Instructor (ADI) working on a self-
employed basis through the British
School of Motoring. He joined the

IAM Roadsmart, in 1984 to advance
his driving and quench his thirst to
learn more about driving. He joined
RoADAR in 1992 and passed his first
test with a silver grade.

After volunteering for St. John’s
Ambulance Service, Mike decided on
a change of career and became an
ambulance driver for Patient
Transport Services in 1993. Five years
later, after training, Mike moved
onto the Accident and Emergency
side of the Yorkshire Ambulance
Service. In 2005, shortly after the
ambulance service introduced the
Rapid Response Cars, he started
driving these to emergencies, no
doubt making use of his experiences
as a driving instructor and the further
training he had received by the
ambulance service, IAM and
RoADAR.

Mike became the deputy car training
officer within our group in 2005
when the CTO at that time was Keith
Bamford, who some of you may
remember. Mike also received
training from Keith to become a
RoADAR Car Diploma holder.

After seven years Mike moved into
his current role as Car Training
Officer, with responsibility for
training of new associates, allocation
= of associates to tutors, training of

' group approved tutors and
conducting both pre-course
assessments and pre-test

y assessments. Although the group had
. other diploma holders, he took on
much of the workload.

Until recently the group had no
Advanced Car tutors, but with Mike’s
assistance, this has changed and
some of the responsibilities are now
being cascaded down, leaving Mike
free to concentrate on other aspects
of training within the car section, all
with the aim of improving tutoring
abilities.

Although Mike has a busy life with
his work in the ambulance service
and with his own driving school, he
always finds time volunteering for
West Yorkshire ROADAR. He was
instrumental in the group approving
silver advanced drivers and riders

- becoming tutors, so if you can assist
him or would like to become a tutor,
then he would like to hear from you.
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Before the pandemic | started planning a
treasure hunt, with the sole intention of
helping to integrate the car and bike
members. Afterall, why should the
motorcyclists have all the social meets?
Unfortunately, that never got off the
ground. Then | had one of my bright
ideas. Many of you will know there is a
purpose-built TV village on the outskirts
of Leeds and recently ITV Studios has
allowed organised tours by members of
the public through a private company. |
had been instrumental in organising the
use of this village for training our police
dogs, and after retiring | had worked
closely with the crew at ITV as a police
advisor and visited the fictional village on
many occasions. So, | made some
tentative enquiries with some of my old
contacts and came up with the idea of a
mystery tour. They agreed to support us
as a charity by allowing us access to the
village after the paying tour visitors left
and for me to conduct a tour for a
limited number of our group. | had to
restrict the numbers and they gave me a
choice of dates.

So having sorted the final part of the
Mystery Tour, | needed a starting point
and to fill in the gaps. Emmerdale
celebrates its 50" anniversary this year
and during that time the programme has
used three different Woolpack pub’s.
The first being filmed on location at “The
Falcon” at Arncliffe, which was in the
historical West Riding of Yorkshire, but
now falls within the Cravendale District
of North Yorkshire. | decided this would
be a great place to start but how to get
people there without giving too much
away?
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A2B MYSTERY TOU

Organised by

MARTIN JONES

Wh0t3words'

In the programme the village was
originally called Beckindale. With a bit of
a cryptic clue in the A2B title of the
Mystery Tour (Arncliffe to Beckindale), |
decided to use [what3words which also
links loosely to three Woolpacks. This
has been well advertised on TV and in
the media and its use is helping to save
lives. For those who have not used it,
this is a phone App that can pinpoint a
three-metre square, anywhere in the
world, using three different words. It
seemed like a promising idea to use this
new initiative and | thought it would be
something different.

| picked a date when the bike section
had no events shown on their
programme, in the hope they would
enjoy a day out. Advertising the event on
the group Facebook page and in the
summer edition of Torque,
disappointingly didn’t create the interest
| was hoping for. The June newsletter
gave members another prompt and |
reminded those in attendance at the
June meeting. | even attended the bike
section open training day the first
weekend in July, but the event was to go
ahead with just seven cars and one
motorcycle.

On the morning of Sunday 10" July, |
contacted all those taking part with the
what3words location and the instruction
to arrive there between 1300 and
1330hrs. So, with a lunch organised and
paid for at The Falcon and almost all
arriving on time, it gave us a chance to
socialise. A couple of collisions on the
A59 meant one of our members had to
divert to our second meeting point but
the staff at the Falcon were good enough
to pack up the lunch. With a few more
written clues using Ewhat3words it gave
participants a brief walking tour after
lunch, around Arncliffe and although not
immediately apparent, the answers
provided an anagram of the location of
the second Woolpack.

The next section took the group on a
lovely route over the tops to Malham
and onto Airton where Town End Farm
shop gave everyone a chance to have a
coffee or ice cream and for our late
arrival to meet us and plan the next leg
of the route with the what3words
provided. A couple of ways to get to the
next point, with routes via Grassington
or Gargrave were suggested, but to
arrive at the village of Esholt. This was
used as Beckindale from 1975 to 1997
and the village pub, called “The
Commercial” at the time, was used for
filming as “The Woolpack.”

This has a similar appearance to a
building opposite “The Falcon,” so with a
storyline allowing the landlords to move
premises because of subsidence, the
transition between buildings was
seamless. As Esholt became more well-
known, the pub capitalised on the
popularity of the programme and
changed the name permanently to “The
Woolpack.” There were more clues to
solve walking around the village and by
this time some may have been asking,
what was the point, or things may have
been starting to fall into place, realising
how familiar these two villages were.

In December 1993 there was a plane
crash in the story and as well as the
imaginary 250 passengers on board, nine
village residents perished. There were
similarities between this and the
Lockerbie bombing five years earlier, but
it did give the programme chance to
write out some of the characters.



Beckindale residents struggled to face

the future after the crash so the village
was renamed Emmerdale in May 1994
out of respect for the Sugden family.

The last leg, and another Ewhat3words
clue, took us to The New Inn on Eccup
Lane in Leeds. We had chance to cool off
with a drink in the beer garden before
entering the private and secure location
in the grounds of Harewood Estate.
Security was expecting us, so through
the secure barrier and closely monitored
by CCTV, we entered the make-believe
TV world of Emmerdale. (There were no
warnings of scenes that some people
may find upsetting.)

Driving down the mile long driveway, we
passed a field on our right which brought
back memories for me, as | had been
cast in the role of a Police firearms Sgt
and arrested Andy Sugden for shooting
Jack in 2004. The village itself came into
view, well hidden in wonderful farmland
reminiscent of the Yorkshire Dales.

Driving over the famous bridge over the
beck into the village, which has been the
scene of many a tragedy, also brought
back memories of several nights filming.
Up to my knees in the beck and being
soaked by a rain machine in the
Emmerdale storm, when | had also acted
as a police officer. | was first on the
scene of a car crash and rescued
barmaid Louise Appleton and vicar
Ashley Thomas from their crashed car in
the beck below, shown in an episode on
31° December 2003.

z: ~| NO, but never say never.

: We passed the village sign and the
® cemetery, where some of the dearly
§ departed cast are laid to rest, and into

the centre of the village. | think most of

¥ our group were taken aback by how

much it looks like a hybrid of Arncliffe

& and Esholt. With a leisurely walk round
¥ the village the comparisons were made.

Z # the iconic ford, seen in the opening
m#5 shots of the programme.

¥ | was asked if this would become an

annual event and | gave a resounding
9RAG2N

Do you look but not actually see? Martin Jones

SMIDSY.

Have you ever heard that phrase? Sorry
mate | didn't see you. It is well known to
bikers as it is in Motorcycle Roadcraft
and it is often said by a car driver after
colliding with a motorcyclist. | have
never been on the receiving end of this
comment but | do know how you bikers
feel.

| have edited Torque for almost four
years and this is the fifteenth edition
since | took on the role. | spend countless
hours seeking out information and
articles in the hope you will find them
interesting. | edit them into a reasonable
format that makes some sense and |
have them proofread by one of our
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members before adding photos. | have
managed to meet my deadline of
emailing Torque to all group members,
who have agreed to receive it, on the 1st
of the month every quarter.

You may wonder why | do it but the
simple answer is | enjoy it.

| often wonder what members get out of
it other than you just accept it because
it is part of your group membership. Do
you actually read it and do you enjoy it
but more to the point do you want it? |
get the odd bit of feedback but we all
thrive on it and | am no different. Rest
assured | am not asking everyone to
email me telling me how good , bad or
indifferent a certain article was.
Perhaps you skim through it and don’t

actually digest the words. Well hopefully
you stick to speed limits and know if you
do exceed them you are unlikely to get
there any quicker and will miss seeing a
lot of your journey, so please read it, you
may just learn something and that will be
the best reward | could have.

An example is the recent survey sent out
which showed some members don’t
know who the committee are or what we
do. That info is on page 2 and 10.

If you have any feedback such as what
you would or would not like to see in
Torque or wish to send me an article,
then please do.
torque@wyg-roadar.org.uk




| nosed the Ferrari out of the pit lane and
joined the track, slotting in neatly behind a
bright orange MclLaren. As | felt the
acceleration push me back in my seat and |
took in the howl of the 4.3 litre V8, |
pondered that it hadn’t been a bad week in
cars.

The week had started with something a lot
humbler than a Ferrari California. | had
pointed my old BMW southbound down the
M1 and endured one of the wettest journeys
I'd experienced in some time to arrive at
Ambergate in Derbyshire to visit The Great
British Car Journey and (more specifically)
the associated ‘Drives Dad’s Car’ experience.

Both museum and experience were newly
opened in 2021 and are based around the
nostalgia of the types of British car your dad
probably used to drive from the 1920s right
through to late 1990s. The museum
collection is nicely presented, but the main
draw for me was the Drive Dad’s Car
element, which is a running fleet of exhibits
you can drive yourself around the museum
site.

There was one car in particular that caught
my eye and it was actually one previously
owned by my Mum rather than Dad; a 1989
Austin Metro almost identical to the one my
Mum bought new in August 1989.

So, what was it like driving a 32-year-old
Metro? Well, a real hoot actually. The
unassisted steering was so precise and direct
compared to modern cars and it was great
fun taking it though the slalom course, even
if the front wheels were losing grip at only
20mph. Yes, it was noisy, and the twin speed
fan struggled to clear the windscreen, but
they were great nostalgic memories from
school runs on cold winter mornings. Who
would have thought that those things we
considered annoyances at the time would
form part of an experience | was happy to
pay for 30 years later!
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A few days on and the hard-working BMW
was pointing North, this time towards
Tockwith airfield, which now has its own
purpose-built race circuit. | was there to
drive some quite different cars to the Metro
as a track day gift from my wife for my 40"
birthday. My cars of choice were a Porsche
911 GT3 RS, Lamborghini Gallardo
Superleggera, Ariel Atom and that Ferrari.

| took the Porsche out first and spent my
allocated laps learning the track under the
very capable and calm directions of a semi-
pro racer. As an aside, it's unsurprising that a
lot of Roadcraft applies on track, although
interestingly pull push steering is frowned
upon on, with racers preferring what |
believe is called the fixed input technique.
Anyway, the Porsche was fantastic with a
real kick behind it on the straight, as you
would expect. And | will confess to being
lightly told off for feeding the power in too
early on the exit of one corner and allowing
the rear wheels to break grip.

Next up was the highest value car of the day,
the Gallardo.

Immediately | was rather surprised to note
Audi switches and digital displays which
seemed to have been lifted straight out of a
2004 Audi A4 that | used to own. There was
also a huge blind spot caused by that rakish
A pillar. However, it did go extremely well
indeed and the V10 engine sounded
amazing. The level of grip, even on a damp
track, was phenomenal. Despite pushing this
one harder as | got to know the track, |
expect | was nowhere near its limit. This car
also rewarded me with one of my most
surreal driving moments ever. With my mind
adjusting to being behind the wheel of a
Lamborghini and closing in fast on another
car the instructor turned to me and said,
“pull out left and overtake the Batmobile
before the next corner.” | pulled out left and
sure enough we passed...a real life
Batmobile!

Next was the Atom. An open framed car,
built specifically with track days in mind and
with the high revving engine from a Honda
Civic Type R.

The words ‘lethal’ and ‘terrifying’ had been
used in relation to it all morning. Setting off, |
introduced two more: ‘freezing’ and ‘cold,’
perhaps not unexpected in a car without
heater, windscreen, or bodywork. The best
way | can describe the Atom is as a big and
very fast go kart, which in the right hands |
could imagine being devastatingly effective
on track. With no weight behind it the
acceleration was brutal; 6 gear was about
as responsive as 3"in a conventional hot
hatch. Impressive, but perhaps not entirely
my cup of tea. Maybe I'm getting old.

And finally, the Ferrari. This was a naturally
aspirated California and it’s fair to say it is a
car | gelled with immediately. And not just

because it had heated seats after the Atom.

|

You would expect a Ferrari to offer plenty of
theatrics and the California didn’t disappoint,
with its glorious engine note and special
interior. It wasn’t just the superficial stuff
that won me over either; this car drove really
well. It was unintimidating to really open it
up around the track and it felt safe and
planted even when my entry speed was
slightly too high, or | was slightly off the ideal
line. The paddle shift gearchange was also
deliciously accurate. Frankly, I'd have happily
driven it around all day and it was no
surprise that this car was the one that got
me looking on Autotrader to see if | could
afford one (I can’t).

So, a fitting end to a good week which
reminded me of a piece of advice | took from
an Advanced Driving article for new drivers
shortly after | passed my test in 1998. This
was to seek as many different driving
opportunities and drive as many different
cars as possible through your driving career.
It’s something I've tried to do ever since, and
this week was a great reminder as to what
fun can be had in following this advice, no
matter what the car is. In fact, I'm lining up
my next two driving experiences right now.
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Tees Valley

Hom Leaming to Leaning
Motorcycle Rider Development

Some of you may remember our meeting
in October 2018 when members of
Ridewell Tees Valley gave a presentation
to our group and the subsequent article
in my first Torque as Editor in Spring
2019. They were joined last year by Mark
Thompson, who retired from his role as a
police officer with North Yorkshire Police
in 2018.

Mark has a wealth of experience with
thirty years as a police officer, the last
twenty-five serving as a traffic officer on
the Roads Policing Group and as an
advanced police motorcyclist. He was
trained as a VIP and Diplomat Escort
rider and escorted cycle races including
the Tour de France, the subsequent Tour
de Yorkshire and Olympic Torch Relay, all
as part of the National Central Escort
Group. He reigns from a motorcycling
family and is passionate about riding his
motorcycles. He has presented and
delivered Bikesafe to members of the
public and the military since its inception
intheearlyl 9 @ &nd through a
motorcycle industry scheme called ‘The
Edge’ He did spend a brief time as a CBT
trainer and registered as a ROADAR
Examiner but the impact of Covid and his
new role with Ridewell Tees Valley has
steered him towards post-test training.
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On the ﬁrst Saturday of July, three riders,
Eric Darley, Martin Hide and me, all
members of West Yorkshire RoSPA
Advanced Drivers and Riders, met up at
Halifax to take part in the ACU/BMF
National Road Rally 2022 billed as “The
best excuse ever for a ride out”

The objective is to plan a route and ride
it over the course of Saturday or both
(Saturday and Sunday.) This year we
were going for the Daytime Gold award
requiring us to reach thirteen
checkpoints and gathering 310 points in
the day.

The biggest decision of the morning was
if we should leave our waterproofs on.
The weather had been threatening to
rain since leaving home and did not
appear to be improving so on they
stayed. Eric, Martin, and | met at our first
check at 9am at Elland, even though the
control is named Halifax, which is one of
the vagaries of the rally, but there you
go. After recording the control number
and the time we were on our way. We
had decided on a route the week before
and wanted to go East and then over the
Humber Bridge into Lincolnshire, so the
stage was set.
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before we got hot.

Through Bradford towards the Harrogate
check, which is in Knaresborough, we
arrived and in good time to chat to a
chap also on the rally on his way from
Skipton and said he was soaked, we
luckily had not seen any rain. Off to York
and through the city centre to the
control at the Triumph dealership near
the Barbican and quickly recorded the
details before heading towards Malton
our next port of call. We took a back
road near to Stamford Bridge and
avoided the A64. Malton was really
congested but found the control located
in a small industrial estate. From here it
was to the seaside and over the Wolds to
Brid, on the seafront by the harbour, and
the weather was bright and sunny so off
came the oversuit. We then retraced our
steps back pass Sledmere House to the
Seaways Cafe at Fridaythorpe for a drink
and something to eat.

Now after some refreshment on to
Beverley control and with a little off-
piste diversion by going through the
town we made it into a small industrial
estate where the control was concealed.
Aiming for the Bridge was straight
forward with no problems and then took
a back road into Scunthorpe to find the
control in another industrial estate but
this one had good markers leading us
directly there. | was not sure from here
towards Horncastle and it was our
longest section of around 45 miles, so it
was left to the sat nav to take us there
and this was the only stretch of road
where it rained, but not for too long.
This is where we turned for home
towards RAF Waddington and the
viewing area where the check was
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located. We were anticipating the cafe
and facilities to be open, but no such
luck and the place was most certainly
shut, which was a shame.

We had heard from another rider that
the control board at the Gainsborough
check was missing so it came as no
surprise that nothing was there. We duly
took a picture anyway just to be on the
safe side. The evening was dragging on
by this time and the Barnsley check
seemed a long way away and with no
time to lose we were on our way again
through Bawtry and Doncaster, the
check however was missed only by a few
yards, but it put us back a little by the
time it was sorted. Halifax, the last
check, a short trek across country with
the cut off time of 10 o’clock looming
closer but no need to worry and made
the finish with just under % an hour to
spare. Here we went our separate ways,
Martin to Holmfirth and Eric and me
back to Leeds.

A long and tiring day but we made the
Daytime Gold award for which were
aiming. All the control details and times
were entered into our own individual
rider accounts on the National Road
Rally website, and all validated bringing
another year’s event to a successful
close. Just waiting for the trophy now!
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— Since just

~ before the
publication
of the
Summer
Edition of
Torque, our
esteemed
editor has
been gently
nudging me
& to submit
an article under the ‘Meet the Tutor’ banner.
| had previously submitted something similar
several years ago, and nothing interesting or
memorable has occurred in the intervening
period. So, | was a little lost in thought about
what | could contribute that might be of the
slightest interest to the Group. Should |
consider tales from my times with the Armed
Forces or Prison Service? What about relating
experiences from my days as a fell runner or
climber? Whilst amusing to me in
embellished recollection, they might not be
ideal material for road focused people. Then,
at the last Group Night, Martin said
something that started me focusing on
matters closer to home. He said, “you were
Motorcycle Training Officer for quite a few
good years, and you must have a wealth of
information you could pass on.”

Ride Dialogue for BiK

Pete Fe@lon
WSPA

So, with that in mind, here goes. One of many
conversations that | have had with Associates
and Members preparing for a RoSPA
Advanced Test is that of delivering a
commentary. Whilst systems do exist that
enable bikers to talk to one another whilst
riding, and many tutors do use such systems
as part of their training techniques, none of
the Motorcycle Examiners in West Yorkshire
employ them on Tests. This of course means
that unlike car drivers, bikers cannot give a
vocal commentary on their knowledge,
understanding and application of The System
of Motorcycle control. Likewise, neither can
they receive vocal route directions, having to
rely on rear observed visual signals from a
following examiner. We therefore have ‘talk’
to an examiner, and other road users, in a
different way.

How then can the rider under appraisal
communicate with the rider following them.
They do so by developing their Non-Verbal
Communication (NVC) skills to convey what
and why they are taking the procedures
whilst static or moving, and the actions that
they are employing.

| 2y @SeAy3 Yyzgf SR3S
Information

Minor and major head movements can be
used to indicate information gathering.
Whilst rear view mirrors can be viewed by
swivelling the eyes, an examiner cannot
observe that swivel. They can however see a
slight and swift movement of the helmet
especially with a slight downward tilt. A
slightly more pronounced upward rotation of
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the helmet could indicate cross-lateral
information gathering. A4 85 @legree
rotation indicates a ‘shoulder check’ for
potential blind spots. A greater rotation
combined with an accompanying slight body
twist (life saver) is used to gather/confirm
rear information before setting off or making
a turn. Continued head movements when in a
stop situation shows that the rider has not
switched off even though they are in a static
position.

Position

Where a rider places their bike on the road
conveys a wealth of dialogue. In urban or
commercial areas, the emphasis is on
positioning for safety. On a single-track
carriageway this is the middle or position 2
(P2) of the lane, moving to extreme P3 or
crossing the centre line to pass parked
vehicles if the oncoming situation allows so.
In open country at higher speeds, almost
touching the white line gives a greater margin
of safety from both roadside edges and
possible emerging wildlife, whilst allowing a
slight inward movement when intermittent
white lines become solid white lines. It also
allows for a greater repositioning to P1 or P2
in the event of oncoming traffic. Unlike a car
driver, a biker can also position in P1 for the
purpose of maximising the limit point on right
-hand bends.

Speed

Obviously, strictly observing all speed limits is
a given, but demonstrating a measured and
controlled approach by use of graduated
deceleration on entering reduced limit zones
is far better than a late reaction with the
brakes. Knowing the speed limit when
commencing a ride allows appropriate speed
to be adopted quickly, neither over the limit
or significantly under it. 28mph in a 30-limit
passing a school on a Sunday morning might
be appropriate, but it would need to be a lot
less mid-afternoon on a Wednesday.

Gear

Examiners and tutors will position to observe
a rider’s use of their gears. Does the selected
gear allow flexibility? Is appropriate down
shifting being employed to enable efficient
engine-braking? At a prolonged stop, is
neutral being engaged to demonstrate engine
sympathy and relaxation of the clutch hand?
If neutral has been engaged, is there a
planned and efficient re-engagement?
Acceleration

Because of the power to weight ratio of
motorcycles they can go very quick in a very
short space of time. Does the rider utilise and
demonstrate this advantage in a safe and
legaFmatn&.S {eadasSy
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Movement

Earlier | discussed using positioning for
dialogue. When moving from one position to
another, it should be planned and not
unsettling. The term often employed is that
of ‘smooth transitioning.” A twitch or a
swoop indicates unplanned movement and

reaction rather than proactive thought.
Hand and Arm Signals

Outstretching of an arm combined with the
corresponding ‘life saver’ will confirm that a
rider is indeed making a turn. A raise of the
left hand (the right one is controlling the
throttle) can be used to acknowledge
courtesy. The hand or arm, however, should
never be used to instruct another road user
in what they should do. If appropriate allow
them space and let them make their own
decisions.

Indicators

A common sight is that of a biker riding down
the road blissfully unaware that they have
covered over half a mile of straight road with
an indicator flashing. If | have used an
indicator, | combine cancelling it with the rear
mirror check on completion of the turn.

Horn

Use of the horn is a section on the examiners
test sheet, and many will ask if it has been
used during the ride. The horn on
motorcycles is not always intuitive to use, but
riders should develop a technique to cover
the button when they see situations
developing.

Headlight

As advanced riders we should know that the
purpose of flashing is to inform other road
users of our presence. Modern motorcycles
have the headlight automatically come on
when the ignition is switched on. Slight lateral
movement or lean will cause that light to
alter its focus, and this can be used to convey
presence.

Brake Light

The brake light can be used on occasion not
only to slow the bike but to also convey
information. “I am slowing down because of
the reduced limit ahead” can be said to a
vehicle that is considered to be too close at
that time. Likewise, a slight touch combined
with the arm and head movement mentioned
earlier confirms the intention to turn.
Hazards

Apart from using them when stationary and
blocking the road, the only other time they
can be used is to warn following traffic of an
obstruction ahead when travelling on a
motorway or unrestricted dual carriageway.
Engine

There are occasions when a rider must stop
for an extended period, a railway crossing or
a temporary 3- or 4-way traffic light-
controlled roadworks situation. To
demonstrate knowledge of the
environmental issues outlined in Rule 123 of
The Highway Code, a rider should switch off
the engine and judge the most appropriate
time to start it again by intelligent

b + /observation of the raising of the railway gates

or roadworks traffic movement.

There are many other little ways that NVC
dialogue can be used by a rider to convey
advanced skills, but | hope that the above will
be of assistance to those on two wheels, and
an insight for those on four.
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accidents don’t have to happen

Advanced Drivers and Riders
Passed RoSPA Advanced Driving Test

Advanced Tutor Triennial Re-test
Dave Green

Peter Stirk

George Black
Silver

Darran Collins

Passed RoSPA Advanced Motorcycle Test

Advanced Tutor
Steve Annakin

Andy Richardson
Chris Hallwood

Stephen Harker
Tony Baker
Chris Dunn

John Cavalier
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WYG-RoADAR Committee

The June committee meeting was held in person but with only
eight members in attendance. GDPR took up much of the
meeting, but what does it mean? To some of the committee, it
has been a God Damn Pain in the Rear, but to our small
charity, run purely by volunteers, it means the General Data
Protection Regulation. Having to deal with a very minor
unintentional breach and with little guidance for the
committee, we have had to rely on what the government
advise. Needless to say we will shortly publish our own Data
Protection Policy and Procedures on our website.

Another 5000 leaflets were purchased
<l and many have been left at
motorcycle dealerships throughout
the county as well as given out at
events to interested parties in order

to promote the group. These are also
available at group meetings for attendees to distribute.

The July meeting was held via Zoom with ten committee
members who were introduced to Steve Annakin, who is an
existing motorcycle member and recently became an
advanced bike tutor. He has kindly volunteered to assist with
the treasurers role with a view to taking over from Peter Stirk,
that’s if this meeting didn't put him off.

It was suggested the mystery tour, which was open to all
members, could be subsidised by the group, with a memento
of the day or even paying towards the cost of the lunch. Even
though the event was designed to help integrate the car and
bike members, this was out-voted in the belief it could set a
precedence of subsidising future events.

If you have any ideas how the group should spend funds, then
please let a member of the committee know. There was no
committee meeting in August so the next one is on Tuesday
6th September, which will be in person at Garforth. We are
still looking for a replacement Chairperson, and Pete Fenlon
also steps down at the end of the year, so if you are interested
in becoming part of the committee, please let us know.

Committee Meeting Minutes are available from the secretary.



