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Chairman     Mike Suggitt       
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Car Training Officer   Mike Bell         
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Member   Richard Hirst          
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An unusual Summer, as the Government COVID restrictions altered and the 

step 4 stage was moved to the 19th July. Because of this, the committee felt 

our first Group meeting at Garforth should be postponed until 21st Septem-

ber. We hope you will all come along as this is to be a purely social event so 

members new and old can meet the committee, tutors and examiners and 

hopefully answer any of your questions. It will also be a great way to help 

integrate the motorcycle and car sections (see page 6). Refreshments will be 

provided. 

I finally managed to secure an interview with Amy Brant, the RoADAR man-

ager, before she left at the end of July and the article is on page 3. We also 

have meet the new Motorcycle Training Officer, Richard  Hirst, on page 9. 

Dave Robertshaw is one of our regular contributors and he tells us how he 

coped with his Volvo C30 in a second instalment on page 5.  

The February committee meeting highlighted that the group website was in 

need of an upgrade. We had no response to the request for assistance in the 

Spring Edition of Torque so a sub-committee was formed with lots of ideas 

muted, especially how to attract new members. The new website went live 

in the latter part of July. The About Us page features comments from a cross

-section of some of our members and the Membership page has new mem-

bership application forms which can be completed online or printed and 

completed by hand. It is intended to continually develop the website so 

please take a look and we would appreciate any constructive comments. 

www.wyg-roadar.org.uk  

Check out the new training reminder videos on our Facebook Page 

Our group meetings are held at 8pm on the third or fourth Tuesday of each month 

at the Miners Welfare Hall, 52 Main Street, Garforth, LS25 1AA. 

21-09-21 Social 

19-10-21 Graham Feest 

23-11-21 To Be Arranged 

The meetings start again this month with a social meeting. I am looking for 

members  who attend to write about the presentation. Please let me know 

if you are able to assist or if you wish to suggest a guest speaker.                        

The Committee of West Yorkshire RoADAR is not responsible for any article or letter contained within this news-

letter. All views expressed are those of the individual concerned and do not necessarily imply agreement of the com-

mittee or of RoADAR. The editor reserves the right to alter or amend any article. 

If you have suggestions or items for the committee you can contact the chairman  

chair@wyg-roadar.org.uk    

Check out our group Facebook page, like and share it with your friends and also visit 

the National RoADAR page.  

Martin Jones  
torque@wyg-roadar.org.uk 

Editor - Noun 

A person who is in charge of and determines the final content 

of a newspaper, magazine, or multi-author book. 
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Meet the RoSPA & RoADAR head of Driver Training - Amy Brant 

Since taking on the role of editor, I 
have added some interesting articles 
to Torque about the examiners who 
cover our area, the Regional Senior 
Examiners and of course the RoSPA 
Chief Executive, Errol Taylor. I initially 
contacted Amy Brant in December 
2019, who at that time was RoSPA 
Advanced Drivers and Riders manager, 
as I thought an article from her for 
Torque would make an interesting 
read. It would have been quite easy to 
believe Amy was being illusive, but the 
truth of the matter is she was probably 
doing the work of many and there may 
not have been enough hours in the 
day for her. I finally managed to speak 
to her in May this year. 

At the time I made the request, I only 
knew Amy was the RoADAR manager 
and wrongly believed she just looked 
after the local groups throughout the 
country.  When she told me she would 
not be able to respond to my request 
until January as she was working 
abroad, I did think she had a “Bobby’s 
job”. I now realise her other role of 
Head of Driving and Riding for RoSPA 
Fleet Services meant she also had to 
facilitate the training overseas.  

Since then, her role has altered along 
with her job title and after becoming 
head of driver training for RoADAR and 
RoSPA Fleet Services, she is now also 
head of operations training for RoSPA. 
With a network of associate trainers 
who carry out the work, Amy’s role as 
head of department is to look at client 
relationships, budget management, 
line management, support staff, sales 
and marketing and submit tenders to 
clients.  

Amy does not carry out any actual 
training, but as part of the driver train-
ing remit RoSPA Fleet Services have a 
very large division covering commercial 
driver training worldwide, hence the 
necessity for international travel. She 
manages a large number of staff includ-
ing 48 Fleet trainers spread throughout 
the UK.  RoADAR have about 6000 
members and there are currently 55 
local groups. There are regular applica-
tions to form new local RoADAR 
groups. Amy has just two RoADAR part-
time staff to assist in dealing with tests, 
certificates and any emails and phone 
calls and any other issues for the vari-
ous groups.  

Even though some examiners have 
stepped down recently because of 
COVID, there are still 220 examiners 
throughout the UK.  Although it has 
been discussed in the past about not 
exclusively using serving or ex-police as 
examiners, there are no moves to carry 
this out. You can see West Yorkshire 
Group is just a small cog in the RoSPA 
wheel. The COVID pandemic has meant 
that the majority of staff have been on 
furlough but the few who remained 
working like Amy have been working 
from home. The Regional Co-
ordinators, who are volunteers, have 
been a great help during this time.  

The current £40 membership subscrip-
tion to RoSPA covers the examiner fee 
for the triennial retest, the bi-monthly 
magazine, Care on the Road, posted to 
all members and the RoSPA Benefits 
platform, which allows members to get 
discounts on holidays, LV= Insurance, 
shopping, camping trips and it covers all 
sorts of internal systems such as how 
we book tests.  

Having previously worked in Govern-
ment events, Amy joined RoSPA twelve 
years ago as an events project manag-
er. She passed her car driving test at 
the age of 19 but admits she had no 
real enthusiasm for driving. Starting 
work for RoSPA did spark that enthusi-
asm, and like all employees, she was 
encouraged to train to become an ad-
vanced driver and is the proud holder 
of Gold grade. Living in a rural area, 
Amy is more passionate about the four-
legged horsepower but does run a 
Peugeot 2008, more out of necessity.  

RoADAR has its own website, but like 
our group, RoSPA have recently made  
alterations to their website and RoADAR 
has become part of it. This should hope-
fully make the local groups more visible. 
RoSPA also want to encourage a more 
diverse cross section of members and 
are trying to encourage younger mem-
bers.  

Amy fully endorses our training activity 
after COVID plan and reinforced this by 
saying we should all be training safely. 
Wear the PPE, use hand sanitiser and 
sanitise the car touch points and of 
course to report any symptoms.  

To celebrate International Women’s Day 
2021, RoSPA profiled some of the amaz-
ing women who work for and with 
them. Amy was one of them and you 
can read her article, sponsored by L'Oré-
al, which is raising the profile of and 
increasing opportunities for women in 
health and safety throughout 2021. De-
veloping the abilities of women as a 
currently underrepresented group in 
occupational health and safety (OHS) 
and enhancing their visibility in the sec-
tor, is at the heart of the partnership 
between the two organisations.  

See:  https://www.rospa.com/lets-talk-
about/2021/march-2021/women-in-
health-safety-amy-brant 

On 30th July, RoSPA HQ notified our 

group committee that Amy was 

leaving RoSPA at the end of July to 

“pursue new opportunities.” The 

West Midlands Regional Senior Ex-

aminer, Andy Nixon, has stepped 

into a supporting role to assist with 

RoADAR membership, policy and 

development. I have already con-

tacted him so we can find out a bit 

more about him. Welcome from 

West Yorkshire group.  

https://www.rospa.com/lets-talk-about/2021/march-2021/women-in-health-safety-amy-brant
https://www.rospa.com/lets-talk-about/2021/march-2021/women-in-health-safety-amy-brant
https://www.rospa.com/lets-talk-about/2021/march-2021/women-in-health-safety-amy-brant
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“Going out on your horse on the roads 
can sometimes be akin to taking your 
life into your own hands the way that 
some drivers act around horses. I have 
been a horse rider from a young age in 
the 1970s and I am now a car driver. 
Since those early days of riding, the 
roads have become much busier and 
the cars much faster, despite traffic 
calming measures in place on some of 
them. I also volunteer at the local group 
of Riding for the Disabled Association 
(RDA) and the road on which the sta-
bles are located is nothing short of a 
race track at times. I had a near miss 
recently involving a convertible blaring 
out loud music and driving too close 
and at speed. If it had not been a horse 
used for RDA the outcome could have 
been catastrophic, as a younger more 
inexperienced horse would have almost 
certainly bolted dragging me with it.” 

Sue offers four simple steps to motor-
ists: 

1. Slow down to a maximum of 15mph 
2. Be patient. Don’t sound the horn or 

rev the engine 
3. Pass the horse wide and slow, (if 

safe to do so) giving at least a car's 
width if possible 

4. Drive slowly away 

In addition to this remember to under-
stand the needs and vulnerability of 
riders and horses, and behave courte-
ously towards them at all times. Horses 
are large, powerful animals and a colli-
sion with one poses considerable risk to 
the motor vehicle and its occupants, as 
well as to the horse and rider. Riders 
are often children, and therefore, less 
experienced as both road users and 
horse riders. Horses themselves may be 
inexperienced and nervous of traffic. 
Watch out for horses on the road, es-
pecially when approaching bends and 
on narrow rural roads.  
 
Motorists should be aware that when 
turning right, riders will not move to 
the centre of the road, but stay on the 
left until they reach the point where 
they intend to turn. Drivers should also 
be aware that horse riders behave 
differently from other traffic at rounda-
bouts. Riders will not normally signal on 
approach, but will stay on the left with-
in the roundabout until they reach their 
exit, and then signal left.  

They may signal right when approach-
ing and passing exits they do not intend 
to take. Riders are seated higher than 
drivers and often, therefore, have a  
better view and may be able to see a 
hazard the driver cannot see. Drivers 
should look out for signals from horse 
riders and be ready to slow down or 
stop as indicated. 

The BHS launched a “Dead Slow” road 
safety campaign in May this year. This 
was backed by Merseyside Police who 
stopped more than 40 drivers over two 
days, for passing horses too fast or too 
close. All drivers were given advice 
about how to safely pass horses on the 
road. Most of the drivers were aged 
over 50. Two mounted officers riding 
police horses Beau and Jake wore plain 
yellow high-vis clothing and rode single 
file along a road. When a vehicle 
passed too fast or too close, they used 
their radio to alert colleagues from the 
Roads Policing Unit waiting on motor-
bikes further up the road. (See photo 
front page courtesy Merseyside Police) 

As advanced drivers and riders, we are 
fully aware of other road users and I 
have no doubt we would afford a horse 
rider the required space and pass slow 
and wide. I was recently driving 
through a local village at a speed where 
I could stop safely on my own side of 
the road in the distance I could see to 
be clear. On the approach to a blind left 
hand bend, I sounded the horn to warn 
any other road users of my presence. I 
now ask myself what if there had been 
a horse rider around that bend. 

RoSPA have a road safety fact sheet 
giving advice and information about 
horse riding. 

You can find more information on the 
British Horse Society website 
www.bhs.org.uk 

Horse riders have as much right to be 
on the road as any other road user; 
after all they were around long before 
motor vehicles. The British Horse Socie-
ty (BHS) published statistics earlier this 
year of incidents involving horses and 
riders on UK roads in the preceding 12 
months to 28.02.21. 

1,010 road incidents involving hors-
es have been reported to The 
British Horse Society 

Of these, 46 horses have died and 
118 have been injured  

130 people have been injured be-
cause of road incidents  

45% of riders were victims of road 
rage or abuse  

80% of incidents occurred because 
a vehicle passed by the horse 
too closely  

43% of incidents occurred because 
a vehicle passed by too quickly  

Compare these figures to the RoSPA 
factsheet, which states in 2016 there 
were 96 horse rider casualties recorded 
by the police. Both BHS and RoSPA rec-
ommend riders undertake training be-
fore riding a horse on the road and en-
courage riders to take the Ride Safe 
Award. Although not a legal require-
ment for adult riders, the wearing of 
helmets is advisable, as is the wearing 
of high visibility clothing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Jackson, a relative of one of our 
group members, offers some advice. 
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 Seasonal Swede (Part 2) – Dave Robertshaw 

I left you last time in the early days of Volvo C30 ownership, having got off to a shaky start with 
comically inaccurate tracking and a dead battery.  I’m pleased to report however that with these 
things sorted the C30 proved itself to be a great winter car and a very easy car to live with more 
generally. 

In fact 5000 problem free miles later, I still have it, which is good going considering how often I swap these older cars around!  
In many respects the C30 was the ideal car for the long period of lockdown restrictions, confined to local journeys for which it 
was ideal.  The light clutch and slick gearchange make for smooth progress along congested city roads and the smaller engine 
means decent economy around town.  A very well-designed interior with lots of simple, but very useful touches meant the C30 
was almost always my first choice for running local errands. 

As restrictions eased and I started to travel further afield I was reminded that it is a bit noisy on the motorway and that the per-
formance could perhaps best be described as ‘leisurely’.  It is, though, great fun to take down an interesting A-road, thanks no 
doubt to the Ford Focus underpinnings. 

However, I just can’t help myself when it comes to older cars and those long lockdown evenings and weekends gave ample 
time for these idle hands to carry out extensive internet searches for something else.  For some reason the pandemic seems to 
have had a strange effect on used car prices and I was finding a lot of cars in very poor condition with obvious faults or short 
MOTs priced at what would previously have been considered high for a decent quality example.  Searches for an interesting 
convertible morphed into searches for another Mk1 Focus ST170, but prices of those seemed to have doubled since I sold the 
one I’d previously owned (typical).  In fact the one I’d previously owned was amongst those advertised for sale at those higher 
prices!  However, to paraphrase legendary motoring journalist LJK Setright, that’s business and this is about cars. 

So I’d resigned myself to waiting until things had calmed down a bit, when one Friday morning I received a text from a friend 
who has a similar interest in older cars.  In fact he had about 12 at the last count (Mrs R take note!) and was interested in slim-
ming down his fleet slightly.  His text was to inform that something I was very interested in would shortly be up for sale and I 
found myself texting back to say I’d happily give it a home. 

It’s not a convertible, or a Mk1 Focus but it is something I’d been wanting to add to my 
car CV for a while.  I’ll reveal what it is next time, but for now it’s sat alongside the C30 
which remains in place as my useful town car and which I’m looking forward to keeping 
a bit longer yet. 
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I have been a member of West Yorkshire 
RoADAR since early 2017. I joined the 
group, just like a lot of us, to improve my 
driving. My first face-to-face contact was 
with Mike Bell, our car training officer, who 
conducted my pre-course assessment (PCA). 
I was allocated to a tutor, Dave Green, who 
is now the assistant car training officer and 
a motorcycle tutor. I obviously met my ex-
aminer, Kevin Sharp, who I ascertained is 
our group president. Not only that, I re-
membered him from our time in the police, 
so we had a bit in common. Later that year I 
attended a group Approved Car Tutor 
Course, again under the guidance of Mike 
Bell. Andy Richardson was one of the other 
attendees and already a motorcycle tutor. 
Mike was being assisted by Glyn Jones. I 
didn’t attend any group meetings that year 
as I didn’t think it was my scene. I had met 
four members of the group who I can now 
count as friends. 

However, the following year I decided to 
start attending the group meetings held 
monthly at the Miners Welfare Hall at Gar-
forth. The first was the AGM, and although I 
saw the four familiar faces, there seemed to 
be a definite divide in the members in 
attendance. It was not apparent to me at 
first why, but a lot of the members seemed 
to know each other, and others sat fairly 
quietly. I thought it was down to length of 
membership, and perhaps because I had not 
been to a meeting before. Having only been 
a member for a year, I realised it may just 
take some time to be accepted into the 
group. I was wrong. The group has a divide 
because of the vehicles we use and the way 
we conduct our training. 

I have realised since becoming a car tutor, 
the training sessions are quite solitary. The 
associate comes to my house, we go out in 
their car and have the training session.  We 
go back to my house and have a cup of tea 
and a debrief. I email the report to them 
and I don’t see them until a week or two 
later for their next training session. Like me, 
they may have had contact with Mike Bell or 
another senior tutor who conducted their 
PCA, but most probably know little about 
the group or its other members. 

At the moment, we have 183 members and 
60 of those are motorcycle section mem-
bers, (a further 9 of whom are both car and 
bike members). I realised that the bike sec-
tion members all know each other. They 
have one-to-one training sessions just the 
same as car drivers, but the difference is 
they also have open training sessions for 
Associate members undergoing training and 
group members seeking to improve. After 
speaking to Pete Fenlon, the motorcycle 
training officer, I met 20 members of the 
motorcycle section at one of their regular 
open training session venues.  

It was a lovely sunny Saturday morning in 
June, and one could say ideal biking weather. 
It was an early start as I arrived at 8:15am and 
found Pete and our Chairman Mike Suggitt 
already sat in “The Pit Stop” café.  Some of 
the group set off at 7am to be there for train-
ing. That’s commitment. We had a quick chat 
before their full English arrived. As other mo-
torcycle tutors started to arrive, followed 
fairly swiftly by associates and improvers, the 
penny started to drop. This was the social 
aspect car drivers miss out on. Everyone was 
drinking, eating and talking before going back 
out to the car park (or should I say bike park) 
to carry out pre-journey checks. There was an 
array of motorcycles which I hate to say, 
meant absolutely nothing to me. I had no idea 
of any makes or models, engine sizes, brake 
horse power or their capabilities. I know a lot 
of them were silver but that won’t help the 
bike enthusiasts amongst the group.  

As the bikers set off in their training groups of 
one tutor with two associates or improvers, in 
different directions, Pete and Mike sat talking 
with me. They probably wanted to relax a 
little after the breakfast they had just put 
away. In response to the question asked by 
Pete, if I fancied having a bike, I told him I had 
once owned a Lambretta Li 150, which I 
bought for £8 as a fifteen year old. I had used 
it off road and later sold it for £13. However, I 
did dabble again in the two wheel motoring 
world, when as a 17 year old police cadet, I 
bought another Lambretta as a form of 
transport. I did have a couple of spills on 
black ice and ended up on my backside in a 
field. I was also fined fifteen pounds and my 
licence endorsed at Wakefield Magistrates 
court after an accident with a parked car. I 
was fortunate to have a five week standard 
driving course, at the police driving school at 
Crofton, which I passed. I immediately bought 
my dad’s Ford Cortina, so the scooter had to 
go. Pete rightly said, owning a motorcycle or 
scooter used to be a means of transport and 
perhaps for some the only affordable option. 
Nowadays the motorcycle is mainly a play 
thing for the more affluent.  

Having a motorcycle as the only means of 
transport is very rare amongst group mem-
bers but I do wonder why more bike mem-
bers are not advanced drivers as well. 

The bikers’ training is much different to car 
training.  The new bike associate is allocat-
ed a tutor and they sort out training ses-
sions to suit them both. These open training 
sessions allow others to see the standards 
of other riders and learn from them. The 
tutor on that day will most probably be a 
different one to the allocated tutor. For 
some of the session the associate or im-
prover will be following the tutor. So again, 
a different  perspective. Whilst both have a 
lesson plan and are training to Roadcraft, 
the car tutor can explain things whilst driv-
ing, whereas the bike tutor has to watch 
and then stop to critique the ride. This can 
be every few minutes depending on the 
route, weather, hazard or mistake. Imagine 
a car training session with the tutor not 
saying anything until the end and then sum-
marising the drive. So, the bike tutor has a 
difficult job in comparison. They could use 
Bluetooth communication earpieces, but 
explanations still need to be given and un-
derstood. Directions from the tutor often 
take the form of hand signals as the exam-
iner may use these and may not have ac-
cess to the same device as the group.  

The motorcyclists would return throughout 
the morning and conduct their debriefings, 
no doubt over another pot of tea.  

Our conversation did get back to integration 
of the two groups, and although this may 
seem infeasible, we do all have the same 
goal. I always tell the associates who I train 
about group meetings and encourage them 
to attend to have their certificate present-
ed. Social drives for car members have been 
tried in the past but like the group 
meetings, it was usually the same faces. Is 
the group just a means to an end? I am in 
the fortunate position now, having been 
editor of Torque since January 2019, that 
most members will recognise me. I have 
also put myself out to meet members for 
articles.  If you do see me, please introduce 
yourself. We all have a tale to tell and it 
could end up as an article in Torque. 

The motorcycle section meets regularly on 
Saturday mornings from as early as March 
through to October depending on the 
weather. A full programme can be obtained 
from the Motorcycle Training Officer. They 
also organise social rides to various parts of 
the country and even to Europe in the past, 
but that may be off the cards for a while. If 
you fancy an integration meeting or just a 
good old fashioned full English breakfast, 
you could meet the motorcycle section.  

Leathers are only essential for those riding 
motorcycles. 

How the other half live  Martin Jones  
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For those of you who looked at my quiz on 
vehicle initialisms, you will already know 
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems 
(ADAS) is the collective name for safety 
systems that are designed to work togeth-
er to automate and enhance vehicle safety. 
ADAS alerts the driver to potential prob-
lems enabling them to avoid collisions. As 
we know, many accidents are caused by 
human error as well as the inability to react 
quickly to an obstruction or approaching 
hazard. The UK government has signalled 
its intent to allow the use of Automated 
Lane Keeping Systems (ALKS) as part of its 
commitment to reduce road deaths 
through advances in vehicle autonomy. It 
recently closed its call for evidence from 
industry on its proposals. 
 
This in turn could have the knock on effect 
of a review and reform of driving tuition 
and the traditional driving test. Whilst ad-
vances in driver assistance systems and 
vehicle autonomy are designed to remove 
some of this room for error, it is vital that 
drivers fully understand exactly what their 
vehicle is capable of and what driving tasks 
they still remain completely responsible 
for. The ALKS consultation has helped to 
highlight the importance of driver educa-
tion in creating safer roads. 
 
ALKS comes under the umbrella of ADAS 
which has many functions and forms, from 
parking sensors and forward-facing camer-
as, automated emergency braking to lane 
departure mitigation. These technologies 
come with many different brand names 
used by the car makers. Latest data shows 
that nearly 80% of new cars are now 
offered in the UK with at least one self-
activating safety system (either as standard 
or as an optional extra).   
Nearly 1.8 million 
new vehicles a year     
are now available 
with collision  
warning sys-
tems alone. 

With the advent of this technology, 
some of the common driving 
techniques learner drivers are 
currently tested on (such as 
parallel parking, emergency 
stops and hill starts) could, in 
theory, all be managed by an 
ADAS-equipped car with little or 
no human intervention. In prac-
tice, it does of course very much 
depend on what systems your 
vehicle is equipped with and 
whether that ADAS feature is actu-

ally switched on, functioning correctly and 
within its operational parameters such as 
maximum or minimum vehicle speed. 
 
The driving test could therefore change to 
focus on ensuring drivers fully understand 
how ADAS works, the purpose of each 
ADAS feature, how to activate and deacti-
vate each function and most importantly, 
the limitations of any feature. Many people 
learn to drive in an instructor’s vehicle, so 
if the vehicle is not equipped with ALKS 
then this tuition might be achieved using 
driving simulators or via a computer based 
training module. These changes would also 
need to be reflected in the Highway Code. 
 
Simulators could also have a key role to 
play in the driving test itself alongside in-
vehicle tests on the capabilities of each 
ADAS system. For example, an ALKS system 
could be set as ‘on’ for one part of the test. 
If the driver has not proven to be attentive 
in taking back control of the vehicle then 
that may constitute a failure. 
 
Naturally, driving instructors will need to 
be educated on the ADAS features becom-
ing available on new vehicles, cutting 
through the myriad of descriptors used by 
manufacturers to understand the core 
capabilities of each system. 
 
These revisions to driving tuition and the 
driving test would help to ensure the new-
est drivers on the road are able to take 
advantage of the newest vehicle technolo-
gy safely. However, it does leave a big gap 
in knowledge for the millions of drivers 
who have already passed their tests. 
 
There were big changes to driving tests in 

December 2017 when manoeuvres 
such as ‘reverse around the 

corner’ and ‘turn in the 
road’ were removed 
from the syllabus, 

and the use of satel-
lite navigation systems 

began to feature in prac-
tical tests. The next big 

change could be just around 
the corner. 

How did it start? Philip Woodhead 

The first electrical ignition system (or electric 
starter motor for cars) was invented by Gen-
eral Motors’ engineers, Clyde Coleman and 
Charles Kettering. The self-starting ignition 
was first installed in a Cadillac on February 
17th 1911.  The owner of Cadillac, Henry 
Martyn Leland, committed his engineers to 
solve the starter problem when a friend of 
his was badly injured using a large starting 
crank handle. 

 

Engines were becoming bigger and more 
complex, and were heavier with compression 
ratios climbing. Some starters tested were 
nearly as big as the engines themselves. At 
that time Cadillac were being supplied with 
high energy ignition systems by newly 
formed Dayton Engineering Laboratories 
Company (Delco). This was along with their 
company co-founder, engineer and inventor 
Charles Kettering. Kettering told Mr Leland 
that he could develop a solution.  

 

Kettering had worked for National Cash Reg-
ister and by 1906 invented a powerful com-
pact electric motor to fit a cash register. Be-
fore that they needed a hand crank to oper-
ate them. Although the scale was different, 
he realised that a small electric motor with 
enough torque would be able to start an 
engine. Refinements led to the production of 
a starter motor that was small enough.  In 
1911 Cadillac tested it and promptly ordered 
12,000 Delco starters. 

 

Bosch and Bendix were not far behind. 
Kettering's design wasn't perfect.  It was a  
small pinion gear engaged with the far larger 
flywheel. If the engine idled at 800rpm, the 
combined starter-generator would turn at 
20,000rpm causing failure of the permanent-
ly engaged motor. The Bendix starter made 
starting easier and safer. When the motor 
was engaged, the pinion would wind out and 
engage with the flywheel. When the motor 
fired, the pinion would spin away and out of 
engagement. So by 1914 parent company 
GM's own cars were using Bendix starters. 

 

But it was a British engineer, Herbert Dows-
ing, who was the first to use electrical power 
to crank an engine. He designed a combined 
starter-generator for early motor carriages. It 
was reportedly tested on an Arnold car in 
1896, but was considered not practical or 
marketable at the time.  

 

Drivers put to the test 

A modern starter motor 

about:blank
about:blank
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Traffic cones are typically used dur-
ing road works or situations requiring 
traffic redirection or advance warning 
of hazards, dangers, or the prevention 
of traffic. They are designed to be 
highly visible and easily movable. Vari-
ous sizes are used, commonly ranging 
from around 30 cm (11.8 in) to a little 
over 1 m (39.4 in). They come in many 
different colours, including orange, 
yellow, pink and red which are the 
most common due to their brightness. 
They also have a retroreflective strip 
(commonly known as "flash tape") to 
increase their visibility for nighttime 
use or low-light situations. Traffic 
cones may also be fitted with flashing 
lights for the same reason too.    

To help with the wellbeing and organi-
sation of our public highways, the 
Highways Agency along with others 
within the industry devised a colour 
coded traffic cones system to comple-
ment existing traffic signage. When 
used accurately road and construction 
workers can easily and quickly identify 
potential hazards and safety issues. 
The green and white cones inform 
them of site openings and access 
lanes, yellow and white indicating that 
no stopping is allowed and blue and 
white used to make road users aware 
of overhead structures such as bridges 
and power lines. As standard, they are 
fitted with the reflective sleeves but 
you may also find them with yellow 
'Danger Overhead Cables' sleeves.  

I was recently asked if I knew what the 
different coloured traffic cones signi-
fied.  My first thoughts were of the 
usual red and white ones borrowed 
from roadworks and typically worn as 
headgear by drunken revellers, so I 
looked a little deeper into the subject. 

At the last estimate in 2016 there were 
1.3 million traffic cones on our roads in 
the UK with 140 million worldwide. If 
you have travelled into Leeds on the 
A61 or A639 recently it may have 
seemed they were all on your particu-
lar stretch of road. 

It is thought Charles P. Rudabaker in-
vented the first traffic cone in 1914, 
but no patent exists to verify this. 
These early cones were made of con-
crete or wood so were quite unforgiv-
ing during a collision. 

The traffic cone, similar to its present 
form, was invented by Charles D. 
Scanlon, an American working as a 
painter for the Street Painting Depart-
ment of the City of Los Angeles. He 
was unimpressed with the traditional 
wooden tripods and barriers used to 
mark roads which were damaged or 
undergoing repainting. Scanlon regard-
ed these wooden structures as easily 
broken, hard to see, and a hazard to 
passing traffic. Scanlon designed a rub-
ber cone, which would return to an 
upright position when struck by a 
glancing blow. The patent for his in-
vention was granted in 1943.  

Traffic cones were first used in the 
United Kingdom in 1958, when the M6 
motorway opened. These traffic cones 
were a substitute for the red lantern 
paraffin burners, which were being 
used during the construction of the 
Preston Bypass. David Mor-
gan from Oxfordshire believes that he 
constructed the first experimental 
plastic traffic cones in 1961, which re-
placed the pyramid-shaped wooden 
ones previously used.  

The ‘No Waiting’ sign is probably the 
most prevalent 
sign in the UK, 
and most do 
not realise it 
appears three 
times on all the 
triangular ‘No 
Waiting’ cones 
which are tem-
porarily placed 
on the high-
ways to prevent 
parking.  

Not all of these cones are legally 
placed: some resident’s place them 
outside their homes in order to reserve 
a space for themselves and these can 
only be classed as advisory.  

Some local authorities do charge for 
the service of placing them on the 
highway for events or temporary clo-
sures. However, the Traffic Manage-
ment Act 2004 makes provision for any 
person under the instructions of the 
police or highway authority to place 
‘No Waiting’ cones on a highway to 
indicate prohibitions or restrictions 
relating to vehicular traffic in order to 
prevent congestion or obstruction.  

Section 67 Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1974 grants the power, only in extraor-
dinary circumstances, to maintain such 
a sign for a maximum period of 7 days 
or less from the time it was placed out. 
Only police officers can deal with driv-
ers and riders who fail to comply with 
these cones. The offence is failing to 
conform to a traffic sign and is non-
endorsable.      

Editor 

CONES 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road#Construction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brightness
https://streetsolutionsuk.co.uk/collections/traffic-cones-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M6_motorway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M6_motorway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerosene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Morgan_(engineer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Morgan_(engineer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxfordshire
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Growing up on a small-holding in Crossflatts 
between Bingley and Keighley, and with two 
older brothers to help, I learned to drive a 
car and ride a motorbike on private land at 
the age of 13 or 14. My brother ‘s girlfriend 
at that time had a brother who owned a 
Honda CD175 and he took me for a short 
ride on the pillion and I was instantly 
hooked. Soon after, one of my brothers 
bought a Suzuki A100 and they began trying 
to teach me to ride around the large drive. I 
soon picked up the basics and was away. My 
paper round, and then milk round, soon 
earned me enough cash to buy a bike of my 
own: a Garelli Tigercross moped. At 16 my 
‘on-road’ motorcycling career began.  

At 17 I graduated to a Suzuki GT125, and I 
passed my test on it in 1978. This qualified 
me to buy any bike I could afford. The fol-
lowing year mum and dad accompanied me 
to Bradford Kawasaki, and by signing as 
guarantors on the HP agreement, they reluc-
tantly approved my purchase of a beautiful 
maroon Kawasaki Z650 (with bikini fairing). 
This was my bike of choice for a couple of 
years until Yamaha started selling their won-
derful RDLCs. By the time the Z650 was paid 
for, the RD350LC YPVS was the latest incar-
nation, and once again mum & dad were 
guarantors. Another couple of years later 
and the RD500LC YPVS was launched and I 
had to have one…you guessed it!  

By this time in my life I was in my early 20s. 
A lady came into my life, Antonia, who didn’t 
care for riding pillion on the RD500 
(personally I couldn’t understand why). So 
after only 3 months the RD500 was swapped 
for a nearly new BMW K100 complete with 
panniers, and this became a wonderful 
workhorse for a couple of years until Anto-
nia became my wife. So along with a mort-
gage and ‘responsibility’, motorcycling end-
ed and the K100 was sold, in exchange for an 
Austin Metro. 

Going back a few years to when I left school 
at 16, I became a Technician Apprentice at 
an engineering company in Shipley called 
Henry Lindsay Ltd. My apprenticeship took 
me to college and through every department 
in the business, and I concluded in the draw-
ing office.  
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Meet the new Motorcycle Training Officer— Richard Hirst 

Three or four years later, and my career 
wasn’t progressing as quickly as I wanted it 
to, so I applied to join West Yorkshire Police. 
Again, suffering a bout of impatience, as the 
process wasn’t going quickly enough, the 
opportunity to go on the road with Henry 
Lindsay Ltd arose. So, the Police application 
was halted and in 1987 I became a Regional 
Sales Engineer covering the North of Eng-
land and I was given my first company car - a 
blue 1.6L Ford Sierra. 

Another part of my life, which might surprise 
some people, saw me start to learn to play 
the tuba at the age of 12 in my local brass 
band - Hammonds Sauce Works Junior Band 
- where I stayed for 6 or 7 years. Over the 
years I played for Lewington Yamaha Band 
for 10 years, back to Hammonds for a short 
second spell and then to the Yorkshire Build-
ing Society Band in 1993. This band won 
many major championships and toured 
around the UK and Europe. I ended my play-
ing career in 1996 and became the Band 
Manager, being part of a team that won the 
European Brass Band Championships 8 out 
of 9 years starting in 1996. I ended my in-
volvement with the Band in 2004. 

Towards the end of my banding hobby, and 
probably suffering a mid-life crisis, I started 
riding motorcycles again. This was initially 
with a Suzuki Bandit 1200, but also a Honda 
XR250 that I used for trail riding (also known 
as green laning).  I joined the West Yorkshire 
group of the Trail Riders Fellowship (TRF) 
which helped me understand the legalities 

of trail riding in 
terms of rights of 
way. The local TRF 
group began failing 
due to internal 
arguments, so at 
the 2005 AGM 
(where there were 
6 attendees) I vol-
unteered to take 
over the role of 

Chairman and Rights of Way officer. With a 
small team of willing helpers, we soon got 
the group back on its feet. At the AGM in 
following years, if memory serves me cor-
rectly, we had upwards of 60 members. I 
used to organise many ride-outs with fellow 
trail riders, including trips to mid Wales, the 
Isle of Man, and Northumberland. I enjoyed 
trail riding for a few more years on a Honda 
CRF250, and then a two stroke Honda 
CRM250. I also competed a few times in 
local Enduros in the North Yorkshire Moors, 
organised by the Yorkshire Enduro Club, 
whilst raising money at the same time 
through justgiving.com for the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance. My trail riding career ended 
after an enjoyable 10 or 12 years, when the 
friends I rode with left the group and my 
enjoyment began to wane. 

My career at 
Henry Lindsay 
Ltd progressed 
and in 1996 I 
was made UK Sales Manager of the now re-
named Lindapter International – a position I 
still hold today after being employed by the 
same company for 43 years. 

My advanced riding career began in 2013 
after visiting the Northwest 200 in Northern 
Ireland with a good friend Neil Hopkinson. 
We stumbled across the Bikesafe stand in 
the trade stalls, made some enquiries and 
agreed to look for a course nearer home. 
We soon found that West Yorkshire Police 
were running Bikesafe and we both enrolled 
on the first available course. The course, 
whilst being very enjoyable, was an eye-
opener, and the police motorcyclist recom-
mended to look for advanced rider training 
– and RoSPA being his preference. So, after 
an internet search Mike Suggitt’s details 
were found and contact was made. After my 
PCA I was allocated to my first tutor and 
after a few months of training, I took my 
test with Dudley Martin who awarded me a 
Gold. After my first test I wasn’t aware that I 
could progress any further, so I went off and 
did my own thing attending the occasional 
open training sessions as my triennial test 
approached. Once again Dudley Martin was 
my examiner and again, I was awarded a 
Gold, but this time Pete Fenlon (Motorcycle 
Training Officer) approached me and the 
opportunity to become a group tutor was 
discussed. I quickly agreed and the process 
started. After becoming a Group Tutor in 
2017, I was then encouraged again by Pete 
to go for Advanced Tutor and in 2020 after 
the end of the first major Covid 19 lockdown 
I was awarded Advanced Tutor by Nick 
Walker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I now find myself being very humbled when 
asked by Pete Fenlon if I was interested in 
taking over the job of Motorcycle Training 
Officer. I was delighted to accept it and feel 
that my life experience working at Lindapt-
er, managing the most successful Brass 
Band in Europe for 10 years, and running 
West Yorkshire TRF have given me the skills 
to take over from the fantastic job that 
Mike, and then Pete, have done since the 
inception of West Yorkshire RoADAR.  



Mystery Biker Road Signs 
Although there may not have been much travel during the last year, mystery signs have been appearing on some of Scotland’s 
roads. They are part of a new experiment into reducing motorcycle casualties, launched by Transport Scotland.  

These eye catching new information signs, devised by a research team, use ‘applied’ or ‘nudge’ psychology to influence bikers on 
their choice of speed, positioning and braking as they approach challenging bends. These signs combined with the road markings 
are named ‘Perceptual Rider Information to Maximise Expertise/Enjoyment’ (PRIMEs) and have appeared on three different 
roads, A828, A82 and A85. Roads which are frequently used by the motorcycling community for the challenging bends, fast 
straights and stunning scenery. 

These experimental signs are likely to remain into 2022 as the results so far are promising 
and scientists are hoping to extend is in the hope they will have a marked effect on rider 
behaviour. 

The blue signs show a motorcycle and a direction arrow with slanting lines above. The 
white lines painted on the road are repeated at set intervals on the approach to a bend. 
The results of the PRIME’s are being analysed by use of onsite cameras but so far the data 
is encouraging with riders changing their position and speed on the approach. The ulti-
mate goal is to reduce casualties. 

The PRIMEs research is the biggest scheme of its type ever tackled in Scotland and possi-
bly the UK. Watch this space to discover what happens next – and whether the ‘mystery’ 
markings will be coming to a bend near you any time soon. 

GB Sticker 
If you are planning taking 
your vehicle into Europe any 
time soon, here is an im-
portant update. From Sep-
tember 28, 2021, the GB 
sticker or magnet that’s 
placed on the back of your 
car will no longer be valid. 

 
Instead, you’ll need a ‘UK’ sticker, while 
those with ‘GB’ on their number plate 
will now also need a sticker or order a 
new number plate with the UK designa-
tion. 
 

This is believed to be because GB refers to Great Britain, 
which includes England, Scotland and Wales, while UK 
refers to the United Kingdom, which is Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 
 
The lack of communication from the Government has 
angered some. The AA now has 50,000 GB stickers in 
stock that are now almost worthless, while it’s a similar 
story for number plate suppliers with GB plates. 
 
This is the second change to the number plate style this 
year, as Grant Shapps an-
nounced a new GB design 
with a Union flag on January 
31. A new green number 
plate was also introduced 
recently for electric vehicles. 

Passed RoSPA Advanced Motorcycle Test 

Passed RoSPA Advanced Driving Test 

ADVANCED TUTOR 

Mike Suggitt 

Andy Richardson 
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GOLD 

Giles Massey 

SILVER 

Steven Knighton 

Chris Hallwood 


